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The poet's explanation is that he was afraid '
so high a fellowship would .make such de-
mands upon him as would be intolerable. Every
pure friendship has an austere side challenging
our indolence and summoning us to spiritual af-
finity. Thompson had as he puts it:

"Heard the trumpet sound
From the hid battlements of Eternity."

And turning hastily, he had obtained a half
glimpse of the Summoner;

cf With   glooming   robes   purpureal,   cypress-
crowned?*

The trumpet called to heroic sacrifice, and it was
from that dread call he had turned so persistently
away.

It is this half glimpse of Christianity which
chills the blood. " The love of Jesus, what it is,
none but His loved ones know." There are houses
in London, owned by great families, which have
no outward attractions, but within hold treasures
of art and exquisite forms of beauty and colour.
Christianity does not disclose its secret to the